THE NEW GERMAN EMPIRE.

well founded as was the jealousy of Russian influence
which prompted their expression, were marked with fear
and suspicion by the narrow minds of the Prussian king
and the minister of Francis of Austria. In 1819, there-
fore, Metternich brought together, as if by accident, the
ministers of ten leading German courts at Karlsbad in
Bohemia, and procured their assent to a series of mea-
sures extinguishing the freedom of the press, restraining
university teaching, forbidding societies and political
meetings, and erecting a sort of inquisition at Mentz for
the discovery and punishment of democratic agitators.
These measures were soon after adopted by the Federal
Diet at Frankfort, and followed by conferences of minis-
ters at Vienna. These produced the instrument known
as the Vienna Final Act (Schlussakt) of 1820, whereby
the constitution of the Confederation was further modi-
fied in a reactionary and anti-national spirit. Such
securities as existed for the rights of the subject in the
several states were diminished, while the Diet saw its
powers enlarged whenever they could be employed for the
suppression of free institutions, and received a frightfully
wide police jurisdiction through the territories of the
minor princes.

This Karlsbad Conference struck the keynote of the
policy of the Federal Diet during the three and thirty
dreary years that lie between 1815 and the brief though
bright awakening of 18481. If the selfishness of rulers
were not the commonest moral of history, there would
be something extraordinary as well as offensive in the
horror of change and reform which was now exhibited
by these very princes who had, with Napoleon's help or

1 See L. K. Aegidi, Aus dem Jahre 1819.
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